
ROMAN CIVILIZATION



In addition to Greece, a 
significant classical civilization 

was ancient Rome 

Its history from 500 B.C.- 600 A.D 
is known as the Classical Era.



Impact of Geography on Rome:
Identify 1 geographic feature & propose 
how it might impact the culture of Rome



The Geography of Rome 
Rome was located on the Italian peninsula 

along the Mediterranean Sea 

The Romans were influenced by the 
Greeks  & neighboring Etruscans 



The Culture of Ancient Rome
Roman religion was polytheistic  

& based on the Greek gods 
(usually only the names changed)



The Culture of Ancient Rome

Roman writing 
was called 

Latin & was 
based on 

Greek writing 



The Culture of Ancient Rome

Roman architecture 
borrowed heavily 
from Greek styles

Like Greek agoras, 
Roman cities had a 
forum for markets 
& public gatherings 



The Culture of Ancient Rome
Society was divided among 3 major groups:

At the top were the nobles, called patricians, 
who controlled most of the land & held key 
military & gov’t positions 
(made up 5% of 
Roman citizens) 



The Life of the Patricians 



The Culture of Ancient Rome
Society was divided among 3 major groups:

Most people were commoners, called 
plebeians, who were farmers, shopkeepers, 
or peasants; 
Plebeians paid 
the majority of 
taxes (made up 
95% of Roman 
citizens) 



The Life of the Plebeians



The Culture of Ancient Rome
Society was divided among 3 major groups:

At the bottom of society 
were slaves & other 
non-Roman citizens



 Based upon 
this image, 
what was 
Roman 
government 
like? 



The Government of Ancient Rome 

Rome was originally 
ruled by kings, but in 
509 B.C. the Romans 

created a republic

A republic is a form 
of government in which 
citizens have the power 
to elect representatives

who make laws for 
them.



The most important feature of the republic 
was the Senate, whose 300 members were 

elected by citizens to make laws & taxes





The Government of Ancient Rome 
In 451 B.C., government 

officials wrote down 
Rome’s  laws onto the 
Twelve Tables which 

were hung in the forum 
for all citizens to see  

The Twelve Tables were 
based on the idea that 

all citizens had a right to 
the protection of the law



The Roman Military

Rome was protected 
by an advanced army 
that was divided into 

groups of 6,000 
soldiers called legions

Each legion was 
divided into smaller 
groups of 80 men 
called a century







            
Armour



By the 3rd century B.C., the 
Romans conquered the Italian 

peninsula & began to exert power 
in the Mediterranean world 

But, the growth of 
Rome threatened 

Carthage, the 
superpower of the 

Mediterranean world

Expansion/growth was necessary 
because  As Roman population 
continued to grow, Rome needed 
more land 



In a series of battles known as the Punic Wars, 
Rome defeated Carthage & began the dominant 

power in the Mediterranean 



                     The Punic Wars

By 264 B.C., Rome was a force to be reckoned with. 
The only power that could match that of the Romans 
was Carthage. 

Carthage had many colonies around the 
Mediterranean, and had a strong navy. The Romans 
worried that the Carthaginians would seize the Strait 
of Messina, a passageway between Italy and Sicilly. 
In order to protet this region, Roman generals 
marched their armies South, and destroyed most of 
the Carthaginian colonies in the area. A 25 year-long 
war broke out between Carthage and Rome. 



                  The First Punic War

While Rome’s army was more powerful, the 
Carthaginians navy gave them an advantage. They 
could attack along the coast and then retreat to sea, 
where they were safe. 

To combat against this tactic, the Romans built their 
own fleet of warships. The Romans used grappling 
hooks to attach themselves to a ship. Then, they 
could board the ship and fight man to man. 

By 241 BC, Carthage surrendered. Carthage gave 
Rome land and treasure. 



                  The Second Punic War

In 221 BC, a young Carthaginian general, named 
Hannibal, tried to attack Rome. He marched 40 000 
troops and 40 elephants over the Alps and into the 
Roman homeland. The Romans weren’t expecting 
this, and suffered many losses. By 216 BC,  
Hannibal almost completely defeated the entire 
Roman army. However, in 202 BC, Rome, under a 
ner general named Scipio,  was able to defeat 
Carthage. 



                  The Third Punic War

In 146 BC, Carthage was strong again. Rome was 
worried that Carthage would try and attack again. In 
order to ensure that this did not happen, Rome 
decided to attack Carthage. Rome won, and they 
sold all Carthaginians into slavery. They even went 
so far as to sow salt into their fields so that the area 
could never again be used for farming. This ended 
the Punic Wars. 



After the Punic Wars, Rome conquered 
new territories in Northern Europe & 

gained great wealth 

One of the generals who led 
Rome’s expansion was a 

politician named Julius Caesar 



Problems for the Roman Republic 
•Rome’s expansion brought wealth, 
but also created problems:
•The addition of new lands & sources 
of slave labor increased the gap between 
the rich & poor 

•Generals who controlled the armies 
became more powerful than the 
politicians in the Senate

•Struggles for power led to a series 
of civil wars in Rome 



The Rise & Fall of Julius Caesar 
Julius Caesar took 

advantage of the chaos 
in Rome & was named 

dictator in 46 B.C. 

He initiated a series of 
reforms that offered Roman 

citizenship to conquered 
people & created new jobs 

A dictator is 
ruler who 
heads the 

military and 
controls with 

total authority 



                Caesar’s Reforms 
Redistributed land among the plebians 

He created the Julian calendar (we follow the 
Gregorian calendar, which has 11 more minutes in the year)

Rebuilt Carthage
Abolished the tax system
Disregarded the senate



Facts About Caesar
- He built a bridge called “The Rhine” and marched his legions across. He defeated the 

Gauls, and on the way back home, had his men remove the bridge. 

- Invaded Britain

- Defeated the Gallic leader Vercingetorix

- While Caesar was governing Gaul, the senate ordered him to step down and return to 
Rome. He refused

- Marched into the city (illegal to have weapons there)killed his fellow consul, Pompey. 
Sent for Cleopatra had her smuggled into Rome inside a carpet. This caused civil war. 

- Defeated Ptolemy XII in Egypt. Reinstated Cleo and her brother on the throne. 

- Had an affair with Cleopatra and named their son Caesarion. 



In 44 B.C., Senators assassinated Julius Caesar

Many Senators 
feared Caesar’s 

popularity & 
power as 

dictator of 
Rome



The assassination led to another civil war 
led by Caesar’s adopted nephew Octavian &
his best general, Marc Antony 



End of the Republic & Rise of the Empire 
• Caesar’s death changed Rome:

• People no longer trusted the Senate 
to rule Rome & the Roman Republic came to an end & the empire began 



The Rise of the Roman Empire

Octavian emerged as the 
unchallenged leader of Rome, 
was given the title Augustus 
(“Exalted One”), & became 

Rome’s first emperor 

Under Augustus, Rome was 
ruled as an empire; the Senate 
still met but the emperor had 

all the real power







The Pax Romana  
Augustus’ 41 year reign marked the beginning 

of a 207-year era of peace, wealth, & expansion 
known as the Pax Romana (“the Roman Peace”) 

from 27 B.C. to 180 A.D.

Pax Romana



During the Pax Romana, the 
empire expanded to its height & 
brought great wealth to Rome 



The Pax Romana became the “golden age” of 
Rome as emperors like Augustus built roads & 
a merit-based bureaucracy to rule the empire 

Roman aqueducts brought water to cities 



Roman architects used new styles like 
domes & concrete to beautify cities 



Emperors built arenas & used chariot races, 
gladiator events, & theater to entertain the 
poor 

The Roman Coliseum 







Conclusions
•Rome expanded from a city, 
to a republic, to an empire
•The era of the Roman 
Republic introduced 
representative democracy

•The era of the Roman 
Empire  sparked the Pax 
Romana & the “golden age” 
of Roman innovation & 
culture 



The Fall of the Roman Empire
- The Visigoths invaded Rome, as led by their leader 

Alaric. This was the first time in history that Rome was 
“sacked.”

- New religion - Christianity: enforced by Constantine
- In 330 AD, Constantine split Rome into 2 parts:

- Western half, still called “Rome”
- Eastern half, called “Constantinople”
- Both were ruled by different emperors until Constantine 

defeated the emperor of the west and controlled both areas. 
- Trade deficit 

- Less agriculture, more bodies to feed, less to trade with others. 
This also meant they couldn’t pay as well for reliable soldiers, 
so their army was weaker



The Fall of the Roman Empire
- Many Germanic tribes invaded (not just the Visigoths, 

but also the Vandals, Angles, Saxons, etc.)
- In 476 AD, Rome had its last emperor named Romulus. 

He was defeated by a Germanic leader named 
Odoacer, who was the first barbarian to rule Rome. 

- With that, Rome fell. 


